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MOTTO 

“Allah tidak membebani seseorang, melainkan sesuai dengan kesanggupannya. 

Baginya ada sesuatu (pahala) dari Kebajikan yang diusahakannya dan ada pula 

(siksa) dari (kejahatan) yang diperbuatnya.” 

(Q.S Al-Baqarah:286) 

 

“sesungguhnya sesudah kesulitan itu ada kemudahan.” 

(Q.S Al-Insyirah:6) 

  

“Apapun yang sudah terjadi dalam hidupmu, jangan katakana “seandainya”, tapi 

katakan “Qadarullah” karena semua yang terjadi Adalah takdir dan takdir Allah itu 

selalu baik, karena Allah itu maha baik.” 

(Ustadz Hanan Attaki) 

 

“Apabila yang ada di depan membuatmu takut, dan yang dibelakang membuatmu 

luka, lihatlah ke atas, sungguh Allah tidak pernah gagal menolongmu.” 

(i.) 

 

“Every step, no matter how small, brings you closer to your dreams.  

Bertumbuhlah melalui hal yang kamu lalui.”  

    (Intan Widiati) 
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ABSTRAK 

Widiati, Intan. (2026). “An Exploration of Islamic Junior High School Students’  

Experiences in  Learning English Vocabulary Through English Study Club.” 

Skripsi, Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, IKIP PGRI Bojonegoro. 

Pembimbing I Meiga Ratih Tirtanawati, S.Pd., M.Pd, Pembimbing II Dr. Refi 

Ranto Rozak, S.Pd., M.Pd 

Kata kunci: pengalaman siswa, pembelajaran kosakata bahasa Inggris, English 

Study Club, penelitian kualitatif deskriptif. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi pengalaman siswa MTs Darul 

Falah Kedungprimpen Kanor Bojonegoro dalam mempelajari kosakata bahasa Inggris 

melalui kegiatan English Study Club, mengidentifikasi faktor-faktor yang memotivasi 

siswa dalam pembelajaran kosakata, serta mengetahui tantangan dan manfaat yang 

dialami siswa selama mengikuti kegiatan tersebut. Penelitian ini menggunakan desain 

penelitian kualitatif deskriptif. Subjek penelitian terdiri atas 15 siswi yang dipilih 

menggunakan teknik purposive sampling. Data dikumpulkan melalui wawancara semi-

terstruktur, observasi, dan dokumentasi. Analisis data dilakukan menggunakan model 

Miles dan Huberman yang meliputi reduksi data, penyajian data, dan penarikan 

kesimpulan. Keabsahan data dilakukan melalui triangulasi teknik. Hasil penelitian 

menunjukkan bahwa English Study Club memberikan pengalaman belajar yang positif, 

menyenangkan, dan bermakna bagi siswa dalam mempelajari kosakata bahasa Inggris. 

Berbagai kegiatan, seperti permainan, diskusi, bercerita, kuis, dan latihan berbicara, 

mendorong siswa untuk lebih aktif, percaya diri, dan terlibat dalam penggunaan 

kosakata secara nyata. Faktor-faktor yang memotivasi siswa meliputi aktivitas 

pembelajaran yang interaktif, lingkungan belajar yang nyaman dan mendukung, serta 

kolaborasi dengan teman sebaya. Meskipun siswa masih menghadapi beberapa 

tantangan, seperti kesulitan mengingat kosakata baru, pelafalan, keterbatasan 

penguasaan kosakata, dan penggunaan kosakata dalam konteks yang tepat, mereka 

tetap menunjukkan perkembangan melalui latihan yang berulang dan partisipasi aktif. 

Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, English Study Club merupakan kegiatan ekstrakurikuler 

yang efektif dalam menciptakan pengalaman belajar yang bermakna sehingga dapat  

mendukung pengembangan kosakata bahasa Inggris, meningkatkan motivasi belajar, 

rasa percaya diri, serta kemampuan komunikasi siswa. Temuan penelitian ini 

menunjukkan bahwa lingkungan belajar yang interaktif, kolaboratif, dan 

menyenangkan dapat memberikan kontribusi positif terhadap proses pembelajaran 

kosakata bahasa Inggris. Implikasi penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa English Study 

Club dapat dijadikan sebagai alternatif kegiatan pembelajaran di luar kelas untuk 

mendukung peningkatan penguasaan kosakata bahasa Inggris serta menciptakan 

pengalaman belajar yang lebih aktif, kolaboratif, dan bermakna bagi siswa. 

 

  



 

 

xi 

 

ABSTRACT 

Widiati, Intan. (2026). “An Exploration of Islamic Junior High School Students’   

Experiences in Learning English Vocabulary Through English Study Club.” 

Undergraduate Thesis. English Education Study Program, IKIP PGRI 

Bojonegoro. Advisor 1 Meiga Ratih Tirtanawati, S.Pd., M.Pd 

 

Keywords: students’ experiences, English vocabulary learning, English Study Club, 

descriptive qualitative research. 

This study aimed to explore the experiences of students at MTs Darul Falah 

Kedungprimpen Kanor Bojonegoro in learning English vocabulary through English 

Study Club activities, identify the factors motivating students in vocabulary learning, 

and investigate the challenges and benefits experienced by students during their 

participation in the program. This study employed a descriptive qualitative research 

design. The participants consisted of 15 female students selected through purposive 

sampling. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, observations, and 

documentation. The data were analyzed using Miles and Huberman’s model, including 

data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. The credibility of the data was 

ensured through technique triangulation. The findings revealed that the English Study 

Club provided students with positive, enjoyable, and meaningful learning experiences 

in learning English vocabulary. Various learning activities, such as games, discussions, 

storytelling, quizzes, and speaking practice, encouraged students to participate 

actively, develop self-confidence, and use vocabulary in meaningful contexts. The 

factors motivating students included interactive learning activities, a supportive 

learning environment, and collaboration with peers. Although the students experienced 

several challenges, including difficulty remembering new vocabulary, pronunciation, 

limited vocabulary mastery, and using vocabulary appropriately in context, they 

gradually improved through repeated practice and active participation. Based on the 

findings, the English Study Club is an effective extracurricular activity that creates 

meaningful learning experiences and supports students’ English vocabulary 

development, learning motivation, self-confidence, and communication skills. The 

findings also indicate that an interactive, collaborative, and enjoyable learning 

environment contributes positively to students’ English vocabulary learning process. 

The implications of this study indicate that the English Study Club can be used as an 

alternative learning activity outside the classroom to support the improvement of 

English vocabulary mastery and to create more active, collaborative, and meaningful 

learning experiences for students. 



 

 

xii 

 

PREFACE 

 Praise and gratitude be to Allah SWT for His abundant mercy and grace, 

enabling the completion of the skripsi titled " AN EXPLORATION OF ISLAMIC 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES IN LEARNING ENGLISH 

VOCABULARY THROUGH ENGLISH STUDY CLUB”. This skripsi was 

completed within the planned timeframe.  

Throughout the process of writing this skripsi, the author faced many 

challenges, but they were overcome thanks to the support and assistance from many 

parties. At this opportunity, I would like to express my gratitude to:  

1. Dr. Junarti, M.Pd. as the Rector of IKIP PGRI Bojonegoro  

2. Dr. Cahyo Hasanudin, M.Pd. as the Dean Faculty of Language and Art Education  

3. Mrs. Ayu Fitrianingsih, S.Pd., M.Pd. as Head of the English Education Department. 

4. Mrs. Meiga  Ratih Tirtanawati, S.Pd., M.Pd as Advisor I, and Dr. Refi Ranto Rozak, 

M.Pd. as Advisor II, for their patience, insightful guidance, and unwavering support 

during the process of writing this thesis. 

Therefore, constructive suggestion is needed for the progress of the next study. 

Then, the researcher hopes that this research can contribute to the development of 

education. 

 



 

 

xiii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
APPROVAL SHEET ............................................................................................................. iii 

LEGITIMATION....................................................................................................................iv 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY...................................................................................... v 

MOTTO ................................................................................................................................... v 

DEDICATION ...................................................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRAK............................................................................................................................... x 

ABSTRACT ...........................................................................................................................xi 

PREFACE ............................................................................................................................. xii 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................. 1 

A. Background of the Study ............................................................................................. 1 

B. Formulation of the Problems ....................................................................................... 4 

D. Significances of the Study ........................................................................................... 5 

E. Definition of Terminologies ........................................................................................ 7 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ....................................................... 10 

A. Review of Previous Study ......................................................................................... 10 

B. Theoretical Review ................................................................................................... 11 

C. Theoritical Framework .............................................................................................. 22 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ................................................................... 25 

A. Research Design........................................................................................................ 25 

B. Research Setting........................................................................................................ 26 

C. Research Subjects ..................................................................................................... 27 

D. Data and Data Sources .............................................................................................. 28 

E. Data Collection Techniques ...................................................................................... 29 

F. Data Analysis Technique .......................................................................................... 30 

G. Data Validation Technique ....................................................................................... 31 

CHAPTER IV ........................................................................................................................ 33 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISSCUSSION ................................................................... 33 

A. Research Findings ......................................................................................................... 33 

1. Students' Experiences in Learning English Vocabulary through English Study Club

 ……………………………………………………………………………………….34 

2. Factors that Motivate Students' Vocabulary Learning in English Study Club ........... 38 

3. Challenges and Benefits Experienced by Students in Learning English Vocabulary 

through English Study Club ............................................................................................... 43 

B. Discussion ..................................................................................................................... 49 



 

 

xiv 

 

1. Students’ Experiences in Learning English Vocabulary through .............................. 49 

English Study Club ............................................................................................................ 49 

2. Factors that Motivate Students’ Vocabulary Learning .............................................. 56 

in English Study Club ........................................................................................................ 56 

3. Challenges and Benefits Experienced by Students in Learning English Vocabulary 

through English Study Club ............................................................................................... 60 

CHAPTER V ......................................................................................................................... 65 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ................................................................................ 65 

A. Conclusion ................................................................................................................ 65 

B. Suggestions ............................................................................................................... 66 

REFERENCES ...................................................................................................................... 68 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

xv 

 

 

 

DAFTAR TABEL 

table 4. 1 Observation Result of Students' Participation and Enjoyment ................... 37 

table 4. 2 Observation Results of Factors Motivating Students' Vocabulary Learning

 ..................................................................................................................................... 40 

table 4. 3 Challenges and Benefits Experienced ......................................................... 45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

xvi 

 

 

 

DAFTAR LAMPIRAN 

Appendix 1 Research Subjects .................................................................................... 71 

Appendix 2  Observation Sheets ................................................................................. 72 

Appendix 3 Interviews Sheets .................................................................................... 75 

Appendix 4 Observation Results ................................................................................ 76 

Appendix 5 Interviews Transcript Result ................................................................... 95 

Appendix 6 Documentation ...................................................................................... 111 

Appendix 7 Letter of Research Permit ...................................................................... 114 

Appendix 8 Letter Confirming Completion of Research .......................................... 115 

Appendix 9 Publication Article ................................................................................. 116 

Appendix 10 Thesis Supervision Card first Advisor ................................................ 117 

Appendix 11 Thesis Supervision Card second Advisor ............................................ 119 

Appendix 12 Letter of Finishing ............................................................................... 121 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 1 

 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

The English Language has an important role in this age of globalization. 

English language skills are a major necessity for every individual, wether 

for higher education, obtaining employement, or communicating with the 

global community. This makes English essential to learn. English is taught 

formally as a foreign language in Indonesian schools.  

English can make easier for Indonesian students to communicate with 

the world. Indonesian students can develop science, technology, and 

understand cultures acroos  nations. English learning has many differences 

method, it can calls difficulties for   students to understand and unmotivated 

to learn. They only study the compulsory subjects in school, and of course 

with limited time their English learning outcomes are unsatiffactory. 

Vocabulary plays a crucial role in the English language, as it consists of 

the words that form the basis of communication. In Indonesia, vocabulary is 

referred to as 'kosakata.' It serves as the foundation of language learning. 

With a broad vocabulary, you can communicate more effectively and better 

\comprehend reading materials. This view is supported by (Al Qahtani, 

2015) who states that vocabulary is a core component of language 
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proficiency and plays a crucial in learners to ability to communicate 

effectively. 

Vocabulary is significant since it is the foundation of all communication. 

It's the basic materials with which we may communicate our thoughts and 

ideas, share information, comprehend others, and strengthen personal bonds. 

Simply put, the greater your vocabulary, the easier it will be to improve your 

language skills. For starters, this knowledge will allow you to access a wider 

range of learning materials designed for both native and non-native speakers. 

Vocabulary task should be restructured as necessary. Vocabulary learning 

should entail active engagement in learning tasks.  

However, many students struggle to remember and use new words 

effectively. They tend to memorize lists words without understanding their 

context or application. Vocabulary learning refers to the process in wich 

learners understand, acquire. Enentually use new English words in various 

context. This idea is supported by (Al Qahtani, 2015), who explains that 

vocabulary learning involves understanding word meaning and using 

vocabulary appropriately in different context through meaningful exposure. 

It includes both intentional learning such as practicing word lists or exercises 

and incidental learning, which happens naturally through activities like 

reading, conversation, or exposure during study club sessions. 

 An English study club is an extracurricular learning group where 

students practice  relaxed environment gives learners more opportunities to 
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encounter and use new vocabulary in meaningful situations. According to 

(Astari & Hadi, 2023), extracurricular English club activities create a 

comfortable English learning environment that allows students to practice 

vocabulary and other language skills meaningfully beyond classroom 

constraints. 

Moreover, English study clubs also provide students with broader 

exposure to authentic language use that they may not always receive in 

regular classrooms. Through constant interaction, they learn how vocabulary 

is applied in real communication, not only in written exercises. The club also 

encourages students to express opinions, negotiate meaning, and collaborate 

during different tasks, which further enhances their ability to recall and use 

new words naturally. These experiences help learners build stronger 

motivation and a more positive attitude toward learning English, making the 

study club an effective environment for both vocabulary growth and 

personal language development. 

 Similarly, (Mattarima et al., 2022) found that students’ mental 

attributes such as motivation, self-confidence, and interest significantly 

increase through English study club activities. These environments foster 

students’ engagement and reduce anxiety, allowing them to learn new 

vocabulary naturally through collaborative communication. 

Based on experts’ perspectives, vocabulary is a fundamental 

component of English learning that supports effective communication. 
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Scholars agree that vocabulary learning requires meaningful use and 

contextual understanding rather than simple memorization. Experts also 

emphasize that learning environments beyond the classroom, such as 

English study clubs, provide learners with authentic exposure and active 

interaction that support vocabulary development and positive learning 

experiences. Therefore, expert views suggest that informal learning settings 

play an important role in enhancing students’ English vocabulary learning. 

Although English study clubs have been widely reported to improve 

students’ vocabulary mastery and motivation, previous studies tend to 

emphasize learning outcomes rather than exploring students’ learning 

experiences in depth. As a result, limited attention has been given to how 

students perceive, feel, and experience vocabulary learning processes within 

English study club activities (Creswell, 2014; Benson, 2011). Therefore, this 

study aims   to explore students’ experiences in learning English vocabulary 

through English study club activities using a qualitative approach.  

B. Formulation of the Problems 

1. How do students describe their experiences in learning English vocabulary 

through English study club? 

2. What factors do motivate their vocabulary learning in the English study club 

environment? 

3. What challenges and benefits do students experience while learning 

vocabulary in the English study club? 
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C.  Objective of the Research 

1. To explore students experiences in learning English vocabulary through 

English study club activities. 

2. To identify factors that motivated students vocabulary learning in English 

study club settings 

3. To Describe the challenges and benefits of learning vocabulary through 

English study club activities 

D. Significances of the Study 

The research significance to this research can be categorized into two 

categories: 

1. Theoretical Significances 

This research is expected to contribute the understanding of vocabulary 

learning in informal learning environments, particularly within English 

study club activities. The findings offer new insights into how learners 

acquire vocabulary through peer interaction, collaborative acivities, and 

supportive learning environments. Most previous studies on vocabulary 

learning focus on classroom based instruction , teacher centered techniques, 

or memorization strategies.  

Therefore, this study offers a different theoretical perspective by 

emphasizing students’ learning experiences in a relaxed, peer-based 

extracurricular context. 
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By using a descriptive qualitative approach, this research enriches 

theoretical discussions on how learning experiences, social interaction, and 

learning atmosphere influence students’ vocabulary learning. Furthermore, 

this study supports learning-experience-based perspectives that highlight 

how learners construct meaning from their own experiences, which remain 

underexplored in EFL vocabulary research. 

2. Practical significances 

A. For teacher 

This study offers useful insights for English teachers who want to 

improve students’ vocabulary learning. The findings help teachers design 

activities that are more interactive, enjoyable, and based on students’ real 

experiences. The study also highlights the need for a supportive learning 

environment where students feel confident to practice English. Teachers can 

adopt English study-club strategies such as games, peer discussions, and 

group tasks to increase motivation and vocabulary retention. 

B. For students 

This study encourages students to view English study club as an effective 

and enjoyable way to improve their vocabulary. By understanding how other 

students experience vocabulary learning, students may feel more motivated 

to join English study club, become active participants, and develop 

confidence in using English. The research also shows that vocabulary 
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learning does not always need to be rigid or stressful it can happen naturally 

through interaction, collaboration, and fun activities. This may inspire  

students to explore more independent and informal learning opportunities 

beyond the classroom. 

C. For researchers 

This study gives useful information for future researchers who want to 

study vocabulary learning, English study club, or students’ learning 

experiences. The results and methods can help them design better studies 

and explore similar topics in different settings. 

E. Definition of Terminologies 

 

A. Vocabulary Learning  

Vocabulary learning refers to the process through which learners 

acquire, understand, retain, and use words appropriately in communication. 

It is one of the most essential components of language learning because 

vocabulary provides the foundation for listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing skills. Students develop vocabulary not only by memorizing word 

lists but also through meaningful exposure and repeated use of words in 

various learning contexts. Effective vocabulary learning enables students to 

express ideas more accurately and communicate more confidently in 

English. 
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Sabila & Erzad, (2023). explain that vocabulary learning occurs 

through both intentional and incidental learning. Intentional learning takes 

place when students deliberately study vocabulary through activities such as 

memorization, exercises, or teacher instruction. Meanwhile, incidental 

learning happens naturally when students encounter new words during 

communication, reading, games, discussions, or interactions with others. 

Both types of learning complement each other and contribute to students’ 

vocabulary development in different learning environments. 

Nation (2013) states that vocabulary learning involves three important 

aspects: understanding word meaning, recognizing word form, and using 

words appropriately in context. Learners need to know not only the meaning 

of a word but also its pronunciation, spelling, grammatical function, and 

collocations. Mastering these aspects helps students use vocabulary 

accurately and effectively in both spoken and written communication. 

Therefore, vocabulary instruction should provide opportunities for learners 

to practice words in meaningful contexts rather than relying solely on 

memorization. 

 Similarly, Schmitt (2010) argues that vocabulary learning is a gradual 

process that develops through repeated exposure and meaningful use of 

words over time. The more frequently learners encounter and practice 

vocabulary in different situations, the stronger their understanding and 

retention become. Regular interaction with vocabulary through 
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communicative activities encourages students to use new words confidently 

and naturally, leading to long-term vocabulary acquisition. 

Based on these definitions, vocabulary learning in this study refers to 

students’ process of acquiring, understanding, retaining, and using English 

vocabulary meaningfully through participation in English Study Club 

activities. The learning process includes both intentional practice and 

incidental exposure during interactive activities, enabling students to 

develop vocabulary knowledge while gaining meaningful learning 

experiences. 

B. Study Club 

An English Study Club is an extracurricular learning community where 

students meet outside classroom hours to practice English, collaborate with 

peers, and develop their language skills, particularly vocabulary, through 

interactive and communicative activities. (Isna wardatun, 2023). Unlike 

formal classroom instruction, an English Study Club provides students with 

a more flexible and enjoyable learning environment that encourages active 

participation. Through activities such as games, discussions, storytelling, 

quizzes, and speaking practice, students have more opportunities to use 

English meaningfully while improving their confidence and motivation to 

learn. 

Benson (2011) states that learning beyond the classroom provides 

valuable opportunities for learners to develop language skills in informal 
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contexts. Students are able to experience authentic language use through 

interaction with their peers, making the learning process more meaningful  

and enjoyable.  

Mahoney et al. (2014) explain that extracurricular activities contribute 

to students’ academic and social development by encouraging collaboration, 

communication, responsibility, and active engagement. Therefore, 

extracurricular programs complement formal classroom learning by 

allowing students to apply their knowledge in real-life situations. Based on 

the theories above, this study defines an English Study Club as an 

extracurricular learning community where students collaboratively practice 

and improve their English vocabulary in a relaxed, interactive, and 

supportive environment. Through various communicative activities, 

students are encouraged to acquire new vocabulary, practice using it in 

meaningful contexts, and build confidence in communicating in English. 

Therefore, the English Study Club serves as an important learning 

environment that supports both vocabulary development and positive 

learning experiences. 

C. Experience 

Experience refers to students’ reflections, emotions, perceptions, and 

personal interpretations throughout their participation in English Study Club 

activities, including what they feel, learn, and interpret during the 

vocabulary learning process.Fitri Ayu d kk., (2024). Learning experience is 

not only related to the acquisition of knowledge but also to the way students 
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interact with their learning environment, teachers, and peers. Positive 

learning experiences can increase students’ motivation, confidence, and 

engagement, while challenging experiences may encourage them to develop 

strategies for overcoming learning difficulties. 

Kolb (2015) explains that learning is a process in which knowledge is 

created through the transformation of experience. According to experiential 

learning theory, students construct their understanding through a cycle of 

experiencing, reflecting, conceptualizing, and applying knowledge in new 

situations. Therefore, meaningful learning occurs when students actively 

participate in learning activities and reflect on what they have learned. 

Through continuous interaction and reflection, learners are able to 

strengthen their understanding and improve their language competence, 

particularly in vocabulary learning. 

Similarly, Creswell, (2014) states that learning experiences are closely 

related to individuals’ perceptions, interpretations, and meanings of events 

or activities. In qualitative research, experience is understood through 

participants’ perspectives, allowing researchers to explore how individuals 

perceive, interpret, and make sense of a particular phenomenon. Students’ 

experiences therefore provide valuable insights into the effectiveness of 

learning activities and the factors that influence their participation, 

motivation, and vocabulary development. 
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Based on these theories, experience in this study refers to students’ 

perceptions, feelings, reflections, and interpretations during their 

participation in English Study Club activities. It includes the benefits they 

gained, the challenges they encountered, the factors that motivated them to 

participate, and the influence of the activities on their English vocabulary 

learning. By exploring students’ learning experiences, this study aims to 

provide a deeper understanding of how the English Study Club contributes 

to vocabulary development and creates meaningful learning experiences for 

students. 


